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Stability and Steady Growth 


Features of Salem Economy: 
By CHARLES A. SPRAGUE 


Editor, Cregon Statesman, Salem 


Salem, Oregon is distinguished, in a business way. for 
the diversity of its resources. the stability it enjoys. and 
the steady rather than eveclic nature of its growth. These 
factors are noticeable in the present period of relative lull 
following the rapid expansion of the postwar period. As 
the seat of state government and of Marion County. public 
service provides for a larze proportion of the employed 
population. As the center of a diversified and tertile agri- 
cultural region. Salem is both a market for produce 
and a trading center for the farm 
residents. Salem also has a well- 
diversified manufacturing  indus- 
try, which has shown remarkable 
capacity for continuous operation. 
Salem’s location in the center of 
the Willamette Valley contributes 
to its importance as a city provid- 
ing professional and coimuieiciat 
service to a wide area. Its present 
major development appears to be 
along these lines. 

Those who have visited Salem 
after an absence of a few vears are 
struck with the marked changes in 
the look of the city. Within the past 
twenty years the state capitol de- 
velopment has greatly altered the appearance of the sec- 
tion adjacent to the central business area. Now completed 
are the marble-faced Capitol, State Library, Public Serv- 
ice, and Hlighway Department office buildings. which 
front a mall of greensward. In harmony, on another axis. 
are the Federal Building and the Marion County Court- 
house. | 


Spraguc. 


Harvey. 


Postwar construction has been very heavy. Building per- 
mits in 1952 totaled SIL million. in 1953. $5.5 million. 
Public and quasi-public structures recently completed or 
under construction are buildings at the capitol and at state 
institutions, the courthouse, a new high school and several 
elementary schools. wings for two hospitals. a Y.W.C.A, 
building, and several churches. Projected for carly con- 
struction are three new buildings on the campus of Willam- 
etle University and an addition to the Y.M.C.A, 

Nearing completion is an extensive program of high- 
way and street improvement in and adjacent to Salem. in- 
cluding a new bridee over the Willamette River and re- 
construction of the old bridee. a rerouling of the Hivhway 
No. 99 through the city and the building of an alternate 


(Continued on page 3) 


* Ex-Governor Sprague prepared this review at the request of the 
Salem Chamber of Commeree, 
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Board to Promote Development 
Of Oregon Fisheries Urged 


By EDWARD W. HARVEY 


Astoria Seafoods Laboratory, Oregon State College 


Oregon salmon has long been a standard grocery-shelf 
item in the nation. In very recent years albacore tuna has 
been caught in our coastal waters to be added to the list 
of the state’s seafood products. Oregon's lakes and other 
inland waters support some fish life which could and should 
he utilized. There are also other forms of aqualic life 
which are vet to be developed commercially. 

The question arises: How can Oregon seafoods producers 
develop and expand the utilization of known and the little- 
or unknown products? The answer 
is in education. 

Salmon and tuna are fairly well 
established in the housewife 's mind, 
sut let us take a look at the other 
fisheries. On the West Coast as re- 
cently as twelve years ago, large 
quantities of some of the less-pub- 
licized fish were being processed 
into meal. to be used for various 
purposes other than human food. 
while on the East Coast these same 
fish were being served by the ex- 
acting housewife and in the finest 
restaurants. Then. as World Wat 
II came upon us, some of these fish 
were filleted for experimental froz- 
en-food trials. These little-known fish, being found to be 
good food, were caught and packed by some of our pro- 
ducers and processors. But a large percentage of this fish 
was purchased by the Army. Consequently the general 
public of this and adjacent areas knows little of these 
species aid their multiple uses. The housewife and insti- 
tutional chef siiould be taught about these “new tish and 
the many ways in which they can be used. 

Another problem for our producers and processors is 
that of fish consumption, Some countries are large fish eat- 
ers. consuming relatively very small quantities of meats. 
This is far from the case in the United States. We consume 
about 173 pounds of meats per year per person, while our 
national consumption of fisheries products is only J 1.5 
pounds per year per person. The eastern part of the country 
cats many more seafoods than does the West. Thus the 
problem of seafoods education begins right here in our own 
doorvard., It is estimated that fish consumption in Oregon 
and the Northwest may be only between 2.5 to 3 pounds 
per year per person, lish is “ood-- sO why is so little of it 
consumed in this country. particularly in the western part 
of the country 7 

Let us consider briefly what is happening to Oregon > 


(Continued on page 2) 
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Board to Promote Development 
Of Oregon Fisheries Urged 


(Continued trom page 1) 

fisheries. Many fishing boats have left our waters. Some of 
our processing plants have closed their doors, wiile others 
are very limited in their operations. In one branch of our 
fisheries the number of boats operating has been reduced 
from &7 to 20 in the past five years. In one of our coastal 
bays five boats are fishing—but of these five only one is 
bringing in fish for human consumption. The reason is. of 
course, partly natural economic causes, and partly world 
conditions of recent years. But a sound developmental- 
educational program would help to alleviate some of these 
conditions. 

There are numerous products which could be manufac- 
tured along our coast, both as foods and as byproducts. 
While canning has been the more commonly used method 
of preserving foodstuffs, the freezing of foods is growing 
rapidly. The latest food-processing trend is found in pre- 
pared or precooked frozen foods. This is a fast growing 
field of foods manufacturing, and offers possibilities of 
development and expansion in our state. Three fish prod- 
ucts which illustrate this new type of foodstuff are fish 
sticks (breaded. packaged. and frozen}, fish pies ( premade 
except for baking). and breaded shrimp; all are new and 
erowing in production. There are many other regular shelf 
items (canned, frozen, and otherwise preserved) which 
could be produced and manufactured here for distribution 
throughout the West. if the general public were educated 
to the many kinds of seafoods, to their many values (die- 
tetic. nutritional. economic), and to the many ways of 
using them. 

How can such an educational program be accomplished ? 
Organization is obviously the answer. Would it be advan- 
tageous to form an organization which would develop only 
one kind or type of seafood, or would it be more advan- 
tageous to include all fisheries, both present and potential ? 
Obviously. all fisheries should be included, so that the gov- 
erning or administrative body of the organization repre- 
senting all fisheries can foresee and cope with fluctuations 
which will occur naturally over a period of years. Through 
a well-planned program of developmental-educational 
work and adequate conservation measures, this state’s over- 
all fisheries can be expanded, can become less seasonal, 
can provide wider and more continuous employment. and 
can give greater stability to all phases or branches of the 
industry. If such a plan can be carried out in Oregon, there 
is reason to believe that it can become a major factor in the 
further development and expansion of the fisheries of the 
region. 
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A movement has been started for such a developmental- 
educational organization of the producers and processors 
for the benefit of all of Oregon’s fisheries interests with the 
following tentative outline of purpose: 

An Oregon Seafoods Producers Board would be cre- 
ated, composed of two elected representatives of fishing, 
two elected representatives of the fishing industry. and 
three others appointed by the governor. The board would 
appoint an administrator to execute its program. 

The purpose of the board would be to coordinate efforts 
for the promotion of the fisheries of Oregon. to provide 
for scientific research relating to improvement and de- 
velopment of new fisheries industries in seafoods and ma- 
rine-product derivatives. and to further the development of 
the fisheries industries by a campaign of advertising. pub- 
licity. economic research, and education designed to ac- 
complish such purposes. 

The board would publicize and promulgate reliable in- 
formation showing the dietary. nutritional, and economic 
values of all fisheries products, find and develop new mar- 
kets for all fisheries products. make public and encourage 
the national use of the various species of native marine 
products. and make use of such advertising means and 
methods as it may deem advisable within and without the 
state of Oregon. All efforts would be designed to expand 
the utilization of the state’s fisheries products, correlating 
its activities with other state, national. and international 
agencies. 

The board would provide a marketing-educational staff 
to inform the public of the uses of the state’s marine foods. 
The staff would have its headquarters at Astoria, the center 
of the Oregon fishing industry. so that its pregram could 
be correlated with all fisheries interests. 

This plan has received hearty support from numerous 
fisheries interests. Congressional legislation is currently 
pending on which. if passed. would aid an educational pro- 
eram on the national scale: it is important that our state’s 
fisheries realize their position in the national picture and 
judiciously relate their developmental program with that 
which may be established by this Federal enactment. 

This being a democratic country in which the individual 
enjovs the privilege of free enterprise and of promoting 
his own welfare. it becomes the rightful duty of the fisheries 
interests—the boat puller, the boat owner, the filleter, the 
canner, the processor. all concerned with seafoods produc- 
tion—to participate in forming such an educational organi- 
zation. Since the inception of this plan for the fishing inter- 
ests of our state. fisheries of other areas of the nation have 
started similar plans to develop their particular products 
and area. It behooves Oregon fisheries to take this forward 
step. The over-all economy of the state will be improved by 
this worthwhile program of one of the oldest leading indus- 
tries of our state. 





It is still somewhat too early to determine whether the 
national spring business upturn will be as strong as usual. 
The data thus far are very mixed. ranging from quite en- 
couraging in construction to uncertain in the case of retail 
trade and largely unfavorable in such industries as steel 
and textiles. Home building continued at extremely high 
levels in March. The rise in private housing starts between 
february and March was the largest for the period since 
L950. 
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route east of the city, and the institution of one-way 
streets. The city has replaced numerous bridges over small 
streams, completed a sewage disposal plant, and provided 
additional reservoir capacity for its water system. 

To care for growing volume of freight the Southern 
Pacific Railroad has done extensive work in rearranging 
its yards. and has replaced its steam locomotives with 
diesels for most of its switching and branch operations. 

Retailing in Salem is in process of change. Construction. 
just after the war. of the Capitol Shopping Center in the 
vicinity of the capitol group touched off other moves in 
decentralization, particularly of larze food markets, with 
a resulting reduction in the total number of grocery stores 
in the area. Merchants in the older central business district 
have spent large sums in store remodeling and tor new 


fronts. Salem has been chosen by two large Portland de- 
partment stores as their first location for branches. Lip- 
man, Wolfe & Co. is building a new store in the central 
business district and Meier & Frank has acquired land for 
a store building and for parking adjacent to central area. 

Fruit and vegetable canning and processing remain the 
principal industrial activity in Salem. The city ranks as 
the second largest food-canning center on the Pacific 
Coast. This provides an outlet for fruits. berries, and vege- 
tables produced in the surrounding area. One of the newer 
industries in the Oregon Flax Textile Mill. which manu- 
facturers rugs from flax tow. wool, and cotton for the na- 
tional market. Moore Business Forms has recently doubled 
its manufacturing capacity. 

Salem businessmen have recently organized a Develop- 
ment Council in connection with the Chamber of Com- 
merce, the function of which is to promote Salem’s indus- 
trial expansion. The year 1954 has opened with good busi- 
ness tempo and with prospects for profitable operations 
in most lines of business and agriculutre. 





PORTLAND FOOD PRICES—APRIL 1954 


The University of Oregon Bureau of Business Research, working 
with data collected by the United States Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
reports that. of 75 foods priced in Portland in mid-April 1954, 39 
were lower than in mid-March, 20 were higher, and 16 were un- 

a ——_-In Cenis-——--—-—-~ 
Average Change Apr. Range 


dpr. 15, from Last of Prices 
1954 Vonth High lou 


Commodity and Unuw 


Ceneats & Bakery Proovucts: 
Cereals: 
Flour, wheat (5 Ibs.) 
Corn flakes (12 oz.) - 
Corn meal (Ib.) 
Rice (lb.) 
Rolled oats (20 oz.) 
Biscuit mix (20 oz.) 
Bakery products: 
Bread. white. per loaf (Ib.) 
Vanilla cookies (7 oz.) 
Soda crackers (lb.) 
Mrarts, Pouttry « Fisn: 
Meats: 
Beef: 
Kound stea\ (lb.) 
Keb reast (lb. 
Chuck teast Clb.) 
Frankfurters (Ib.) 
Hamburger (lb.) 
Veal: 
Cutlets (Ib.) 
Pork : 
Chops (Ib.) 
Bacon, sliced (Ib.) 
Ham, whole (Ib.) 
Lunch. meat, canned (12 oz.) 
Lamb: 
lee (Ib.) . 
Poultry: 
Fryers, N.Y. dr. (Ib.) 
Fish: 
Salmon, canned (lb.) 
Salmon, fresh (lb.) 
Halibut, fresh (Ib.) 
Tuna, canned (7 oz.) 
Datny Propucrs: 
Butter (lb.) 
Cheese, Amer. proc. (Ib.) 
Milk: 
Fresh, delivered (qt.) 
Fresh, grocery (qt.) 
Evaporated’ (11'S oz. can) 
Ice cream (pt.) 
Eces, Fresh (doz.) 
Frourrs AND VEGETABLES: 
Frozen: 
Strawberries, sl. (12 oz.) 
Orance juice, conc. (6 oz.) 
Peas (10 oz.) 
Green beans (10 oz.) 


April 1954 


changed. Cereal and bakery products, dairy products, canned goods, 
fats and oils, and sugar generally were lower. Pork, lamb. poultry, 
and fresh fish were up. Butter showed the biggest drop and oranges 
the greatest increase for the month. 


————-In Cents---——-_——~+ 
Apr. Range 
of Prices 


High Low 


Change 
from Last 
Month 


Average 
Ap-. 15, 
Fruits « Vecetanzrs (cont.) : 1954 
Fresh: 
Apples (Ib.) 15.8 3 19 10 
Bananas (lb.) i 193 16 
Oranges (size 200, doz.) 65.3 7 48 
Beans, green (lb.) s 
Cabbage (lb.) 
Carrots (bunch) 
Lettuce (head) 
Onions, yellow (Ib.) 
Potatoes, white (15 Ib.) 
Sweet potatoes (Ib.) 
Tomatoes (lb.) 
Celery (lb. 
Lemons (lb.) 


Commodity and Unit 
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12 
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Grapefruit (each) 
Strawberries (pt.) 
Canned: 
Peaches (no. 214 can) 
Pineapple (no. 214 can) 
Orange juice (46 oz.) 
Fruit cocktail (no. 214% can) 
Beans with pork (16 oz.) 
Corn, cream style (0. 303 can) 
Tomatoes (no. 2% can) 
Peas (no. 303 ¢* 1) 
Vegetable sour (11 02.) 
Baby foods (444-4 34 oz.) 
Dried: 
Prunes (ib.) 
Navy beans (lb.) 


Beveraces: 
Cotiece (Ib.) 
Tea (14 lb. pkg.) 
Cola drink (6 bottles) 
Fats ano O1s: 
Lard (Ib.) 
Shortening, hydrog. Qh.) 
Salad dressing (pt.) 
Margarine, colored Qh.) 
Peanut butter Cb.) 


Sucan ano Sweers: 
Sugar (5 lb.) 
Corn syrup (24 oz.) 
Grape jelly (12 oz. jar) 
Chocolate bar (1 oz.) 
MiIsceLLaNeous: 
Ciherkin-s i7t., of.) 
Catsup (14 oz.) 
Gelatin dessert 





* Insuflicient number of quotations to obtain a reliable average price. 





CURRENT BUSINESS TRENDS IN OREGON 


Employment. Nonagricultural employment in Oregon is ex- 
periencing its normal spring increase, although the total in mid- 
March 1954 was 2.8 per cent (12,500 persons) lower than at the 
same date a year ago. The increase from mid-February to mid-March 
this year was 1.3 per cent, whereas last year it was 1.9 per cent. 
Comparative data follow: 

Mar. 1954 
72.500 
12,800 
41,000 


Feb ° 1954 
68,300 
13.100 
11,000 


Var. 1953 
78.400 
13.100 
3.500 


Lumber and wood products 
Food and kindred products 
Other manufacturing 


126.300 22.100 
20.300 20.200 
75.700 75.400 

214.300 213.700 

310.300 

436,600 


135.000 
20.800 
78.900 

214,100 


Total 
Contract construction 
Retail trade 
Other nonmanufacturing 


manufacturing 


314.100 
449,100 


309 300 
131,700 


Total nonmanufacturing 

Total employment 
Department-Store Sales. Nationally. one of the weak spots in 
the economy is the slowness of retail sales. Portland is no exception 
to this general trend. The favorable comparison for the week ending 
April 10, 1954 is due in part to the fact that Easter was April 18 

this year and April 5 last vear. 

Beek Ending 


4B eeks Ending Calendar Year 


Lumber. Production of Douglas-fir lumber in the Pacific North- 
west quickened during March 1954, but remained below production 
a year ago. The increase in both average weekly production and 
orders for March as compared to February was slightly greater in 
1954 than in 1953. Total orders in Mareh 1954 were higher than in 
1953 and well above production. The statistical data for the industry, 
as released by the West Coast Lumbermen’s Association. follow (all 
figures in thousands of feet, board measure) : 


Mar. 195! 
211.685 
224,565 
222,307 
865.322 


1,020,495 


Feb. 1954 
199,235 
215.754 
196.355 
851.935 

1.069.356 


Average weekly production 
Average weekly orders 

Average weekly shipments 
Unfilled orders, 
Lumber inventory, end of month 


end of month 


1.106.121 


Multnomah County Real-Estate Transactions. During 
March 1954 there were 1,002 real-estate transactions in Multnomah 
County. amounting to $8,162,093. Of these, 661 involved residences, 
the sales price of which was $6.185.513; 288 were vacant properties. 
$612.760; and 53 were business properties. $1,363,790. Additional! 
figures are: 
Mar. 1954 Fel. 1954 
1,002 826 


Var. 19353 


Number of 1.538 


sales 


4pr. 10, 1954 
+4 
+12 
+12 

_+ S 
+-16 


fpr. 10, 1954 to Apr. 10, 1954 £8.162.093 tT 804.263 
Number of mortgages 1,131 990 1,182 
Amount loaned $8.631,182 299.153 $8,534,004 
Number of sheriffs deeds } ] 3 
£19,022 37.300 $11,133 
$ 9,358 29.411 $ 9.995 


Value of sales £11.196,163 
Portland 

Los Angeles 

San Franciseo-Oakland 
Seattle 

United States 


Amount of sheriflls deeds 
Average residential sales price 


BANK DEBITS 


Bank debits represent the dollar value of the checks drawn against individual deposits. Payment for approximately 90 per cent of all goods, property, and services is by 
check. Bank debits are regarded as indicators of the general trend of business. though their value for this purpose may be impaired by substantial changes in the level of 
prices. The Bureau of Business Kesearch collects bank debits from 124 banks and branches monthly. On occasion, the totals for the same month in different isues of the 


Oregon Business Review are not directly comparable because of necessary adjustments in basic data. 


Mar. 1954 
Compared with 
Feit. i954 Mar. ivas 
+21.2 —10.3 
+23. —13.6 
+11. + 3. 
+21. -2 
+31. — 2. 
3 
}. 


Number of 
Banks 
Keporting 


Debits 
Mar. 1¥94 


.265,814,988 


814,119,163 
96 333,923 
116.037.7614 
23,988 .885 
40,919,611 
50,039,914 
20,987 ,089 
21,880,576 
20,532,191 
25,102,125 
20,155,271 
15,658,471 


Debits 

Feb. 1994 
£1.044,175,170 
657 803.200 
86,187.703 
95.429.642 
17 .819.826 
34,969,558 
13,022.677 52,314,859 +16. -- 1 
16,264.010 22.355.329 +24.: — 6.) 
20.365.377 24,935.216 + 7. —12.5 
17 .893,.739 +14.8 — 9.0 
20.788.243 + 20.8 11.9 
18,186,596 +10.8 — 6.9 
14,514,559 + 8.0 — $.0 


Debits 
Mar. 1993 
$1,411,.210.962 

9 12.687 .615 
93.330.826 
118,852,609 
291.513.6003 

2.454.626 


Oregon ‘“ =a sialic seitaendiaaeiins 122 


Portland (Portland, Hillsboro, Oregon City, etc.) 
Lower Willamette Valley (Salem, McMinnville, etc.) 
Upper Willamette Valley (Albany, Corvallis, Eugene) 
North Oregon Coast (Astoria, Tillamook, etc.) 
Douglas, Coos, Curry counties Staite 
Southern Oregon (Ashland, Medford, Grants Pass) 
Upper Columbia River (The Dalles, Hood River, ete.) 
Pendleton area 

Central Oregon (Bend, Prineville, Redmond) 
Klamath Falls, Lakeview area 

haker, La Grande area 

Burns, Ontario, Nyssa 


~ 
w 


» 
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+17. _ ? 


22,555,733 
28,506,039 
21,642,206 
17,092,271 


Navan a © 
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BUILDING PERMITS 


Building permits give an indication of building operations planned rather than actual construction under way. Care must be taken, in interpreting these data, to allow 
for the lag that may elapse between the issuance of the permit and the beginning of actual construction. The data have been collected by the Bureau of Business Research. 


Additions, 
Alterations 
& Repairs 
Mar. 1954 
5,600 $ 
21.695 


3,150 


New New No: 
Residential residen. ai 


Mar. 1954 Mar. 1954 
52,090 $ 9,900 $ 
15.344 4,550 
30,370 20 
78,000 30,550 28,257 
17,200 500 23.510 
96,000 518,700 17.335 
92,000 77.900 17,700 
23.500 13,102 
85.500 32 6,790 
9 500 00 19.4155 
16.000 >.250 13.814 
Medford 66,000 2.519 10.72 
Milton-Freewater | ee eee eee pean : 11,000 2 O00 12.500 
North Bend id , ae : ae : 840 2.138 
Oregon City 23.500 5.350 10.850 
Pendleton 139,500 489 11,155 
Portland 2,112,700 792 950 1.021460 
Roseburg 67 500 29,900 22,885 
Salem 20.000 "28.100 
Spring field 79,190 5990 
The Dalles 30,942 90 
20 other communities 281 000 SOT 


$3.612, 846 £3501 ,58 $1,757,328 


Totals 7 otals 
Feb. 1954 Maz. 1953 
16.800 S 5.170 
32.216 5oALT 
34.110 66.750 UF 682 
136.807 22.880 19.323 
41,210 25.750 230.675 
632,035 34.100 720 
517.600 204165 22.204 
36,602 18,850 270 
160,415 202 379 OTT 
39,955 276.000 on ee 
135.061 2.190 518 
149.273 137.757 S616 
25.500 2.875 
2,998 38.171 975 
37,700 8.750 > oO 
SL5,401 33.580 ow 
3,927 O10 2.051 885 
120,285 62,129 
1. 100 670.002 
207.021 114.825 
181.872 LOANS 
O73 421 17 978 


S8.791.7 41 S4,890.570% 


Totals 
Mar. 1954 
67.500 . 
14.589 


Astoria .... 
Baker 

Bend 

Coos Bay 
Corvallis 
Eugene 
Forest Crove 
Grants Pass 
Klamath Falls 


La Grande 





33,014 
4B.U040 


352.024 


Total 
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